The past couple of months have seen a lot accomplished on the church building. During this time we managed to build walls, construct a façade – entrance to the church, install the electrics and paint walls. We still have a way to go, but looking from where I am writing this letter, we have achieved a lot over the seven years that we have been here on this property. During the construction Gerardo was responsible for hiring the tradesmen for the job and even though they were well paid for Arican standards, it was sometimes difficult to actually get men for the work that had to be carried out.
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One of the workman, Rodolfo, had an accident and fell of the first tier of the scaffolding. He suffered serious head injuries and was flown to a hospital in the south of Chile after nothing was done for him here in a clinic in Arica. We prayed for him, but never really knew what had happened to him. Two Sundays ago he came to church and told us the whole story. He is much better now, however he needs an operation to join a crack that he has in his skull. He is looking towards the Lord after his ordeal and plans to leave Arica, move south and begin his life again.
Every year we seem to go through a phase of growth and this year is no different. However, it is harder for people to be committed to God and His church, so we have a number of folk that come and go. Some leave the city, some may go to another church and some may just stop attending. These past few months have seen quite a number of folk coming to attend with us. So we are looking in good standing for next year. Hebrews 10.25 says, Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Therefore going to church can be a good habit for us, if we are not doing it from a sense of obligation.
The hope is that the diocese will send a pastor to help take the church to the next level. We shall find if this will come to pass in the next couple of weeks when the Chilean Bishop comes for a visit. We will not know for sure what our situation will be until we speak with the Bishop and to see what his intentions are for Arica. We feel that we should stay here for a year or two more as we would like to see the church here have all the possibility of further establishing itself and to become a prophetic voice in the city and a vibrant, growing church. 
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Further developments to the above paragraph, we have since learned that the pastor slated to come here, Arica, for the past two years is now headed to another congregation. The Bishop informed us that he, the Chilean pastor, was originally coming here and this was said on various occasions and so naturally, we started making plans looking towards leaving Arica. This will not be the case now as there is no one available to come to Arica. As far as we know, no other pastor is in line to take over San Andres. Surprisingly, this is not inconsistent with the lack of communication that we have received concerning this issue over the years and adds to the frustration of not being able to celebrate communion on a consistent basis. If no one comes from Santiago to visit us this year, and this seems highly likely, it will be two years since we celebrated communion as a congregation. Jean and I recently celebrated communion when we went to Iquique during the national holidays, where we attended another denomination. It is a sad indictment of the situation here that we have to celebrate communion outside our Anglican church. 
This November we hope to travel to Santiago for a diocesan retreat. At this particular we will be sitting down with the Archdeacon, who is head over the north of Chile, and the Bishop discussing the future of Arica. This will be a key meeting and one where the Chilean diocese needs to develop a plan for the long term pastoring of the church.
In July, I was asked participate in an ecumenical service for the anniversary of a school. The Chilean culture is one where every school celebrates their anniversary annually and usually for a week with all sorts of activities for students. The priest in charge of this event went to great lengths to contact me, phoning the diocesan office in Santiago. I am always amused to see what an ecumenical service in Arica means. On the two occasions that I have attended, it has been just the Anglicans and the Catholics. My part in this celebration was to give a short, encouraging talk and pray for the students and school. After the service, I was given the tour of the school, which is a municipal school and in not so good condition, as most municipal schools are here in Arica.
Recently I was asked to do a small funeral service for an Englishman that had lived here for many years. He was known as the Spaniard. Apparently, it seems that he tried to hide his nationality and whereabouts. No one knew he was English until he took his passport to hospital. Sadly his son, who had been looking for him for many years, was contacted while his father was still in hospital and came to Arica a few months later for the funeral. Not having confessed a faith during his life, it was pleasing to hear some sisters-in-the-Lord give testimony during the service of how in the final days of his life, of how he accepted Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. 
Our children are doing well in their perspective studies. Wesley is in the first year of studying to be an electronic engineer. He is finding calculus to be quite challenging, although he seems to be managing. Caleb is in the second last year of his schooling, but at this stage he is unsure as to what he wants to study.
We are still trying to know to what level we have been exposed to heavy metals here in Arica. We hope to do some tests soon to determine the extent of the contamination and if the tests indicate problems then we will take steps to rid our bodies of these dangerous elements. One such step maybe actually leaving Arica and heading to Iquique, which is the town four hours drive south of here. This would involve many changes, but we cannot risk our health any further if this is indeed the case.
God bless you all and thank you for all your emails, letters / postcards, birthday cards, financial support and most importantly prayers.
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