Monday 9th April: Just got back from the Colca Canyon, where I trekked to a tiny village called Choco, on a working with the local children adventure. A donkey carried my bag, a snake slithered across my path and the fleas in my bed feasted on me! Pretty great time though all in all :) Then spent a few days working with kids in another village called Cabanaconde, including seeing a teenager baptised in a waterfall pool on Easter Saturday and a 5am Easter service, begun outside by candlelight and ending after the sun had risen over the snowy mountains :) Finished off the trip with an overnight stay in Chivay, where I spent the morning in hot springs, gazing at green mountains and hummingbirds and where the sun burnt my feet just walking between pools! If it wasn't for the bug bites, sunburn and exhaustion, I'd say I feel like I've just been to paradise :) <><
Tuesday 10th April: Took a while getting 1700 photos off my camera this morning! ;) Had a lovely visit to the children's home, where they sang a belated happy birthday and surprised me with presents :) Lucky puppy now lives on the roof permanently, which is a bit sad, but she's still as crazy as ever, so at least she doesn't seem discouraged :) All the little kids wanted to go up and visit her when they got in from school :) Saw newly hatched baby pigeons on a ledge from the roof of the home :) Got chased by the big bunch of crazy dogs outside the home as I left to get the bus; but I managed to pick up a rock to stop them in their tracks before they ate my face! :/ The bus got stopped by the police, a lady got on and crushed me against the window and I'm sure she's semi-dislocated my shoulder, then a man told me I was beautiful! The bus is as eventful as ever and the men as lacking in good taste, but if my sunburnt nose appeals, who am I to disagree? ;) <><
Wednesday 11th April: So what the heck happened to the weather?! I got sunburnt feet on Monday and today it rained non-stop all afternoon :/ So much for the end of the rainy season. The top of my forehead is swollen up like the elephant man, where I missed it with sun cream the other day. Not a good look :/ Saw 2 Winnie the Poohs on the same street today, which is just wrong and confusing. Also saw green santa standing in the middle of the road again and selling stuff in the rain :) <><
Thursday 12th April: Today at school, had a great time teasing the primary kids :) before the English teacher got there, I wrote on the board a bunch of new rules, including...no fun in the lessons; never smile; always be serious; do lots of work in every class, every day, for ever! ;) Then I was learning about something called "bulling" and how we should always tell someone if it happens to us ;) But how will I know if it happens, when it's not even a word!? :) Lucky puppy escaped from the roof of the home in the night, and was waiting by the front door in the morning! But since it's so high, I think she's actually a secret super dog, and grows wings and flies when no-one's looking :) As I was walking up my street tonight, from the bus stop, a house across the road burst into flames! Someone rang the volunteer fire brigade, who came 20 minutes later, when the fire had gone out and the whole top floor had burnt to nothing, with bits of roof and wooden walls falling into the street :/ <><
Friday 13th April: Day off brought lots of clouds, but no rain, yay! :) An exciting day of hand washing my clothes and market shopping for fruit and veg :) Found smiley face lollipops made of purple corn too...yum :) Only got whistled at once. It's the baggy clothes that get them every time ;) Beige walking trousers with dirt at the bottom of the legs, grey long sleeved top with 3 holes in it and dirty pink fleece jacket, matched with red scarf, beige flower hat and purple circles under the eyes. What a looker ;) Whit woo Peru <><
Saturday 14th April: Was woken around 5am by a really loud fly buzzing by my ear and then landing on it! Spent all morning and some of the afternoon in a cold church in a meeting with representatives from the churches, missions and projects in the south of Peru...understood approximately half of what was going on and came away with a cold by the end of the day :/ One of the visiting priests said that he'd heard I was crazy! Where do people get these ideas from? It's a mystery to me ;) Spent the rest of the day at the children's home, laughing and dancing with the kids :) You can always rely on young people to help keep things in perspective :) <><
Sunday 15th April: Led a surprise Sunday School at 8.30am this morning, when the church got more kids than they bargained for ;) hello years of practice at winging it! :) And hello yet more bad Spanish - poor kids :/ Discovered my favourite ice lolly has gone up from 15p to 20p! I know it's a month or so since I had my last one, but that's a big leap in a short time :/ Was asked by some tourists to take a picture for them and could barely speak, cos I kept getting confused trying to speak English ;) Watched the kids at the home doing traditional dances for the bishop's visit this afternoon and nearly hit the bishop on the head with my always dodgy aim in volleyball. Then got ditched for my usual trip to the church in the hills, so stayed and helped with science homework and drew pictures of the digestive and respiratory systems! :/ All in a day’s unpredictable work in Peru ;) <><
Monday 16th April: Well, after yesterday’s surprise Sunday School, I got the treat of surprise English teacher this afternoon, when the teacher was called away in an emergency and I was left to teach English to 2 classes full of Spanish speaking teenagers! :O Gulp! After a full day of classes, I went to the home and hung out with the kids and Lucky puppy :) A few cuddles and some licks on the chin from my favourite puppy and I'm recovered from the trauma of classroom teaching ;) Only to undergo the trauma of 1hour and 20minutes on the bus home, stuck in traffic and unable to breathe or see the other passengers, thanks to the choking dust filling the air :/ poor lungs :( <><
Wednesday 18th April: Taught 2nd grade English yesterday morning, and gave them a speaking exam :) It was rather fun...for me! ;) Ran my weekly exercise class in the afternoon and helped with homework in the evening. Stayed at the home last night, so got no sleep cos they all have to get up at silly o'clock and I had flies buzzing in my face all night; this in spite of the fact that I stayed awake to splatter 15 of them on the walls before I got into bed. I think a few of them were just stunned and then got their revenge while I tried to sleep :/ Lucky puppy had an operation today so she can't have babies, and came back all drowsy and sad :( A man on the bus engaged me in conversation about my kindle on the bus home. It was the first time he'd seen one and I was keen as ever to emphasise that it's just a book and not a computer, so that no-one will bother trying to steal it :) Got home to a lovely surprise from Lizzie Soole and Rory Baxter and was reminded again (like I could ever forget) that in working at Ripley, I was privileged to meet some of the best young people in the world! :) <><
Thursday 19th April: Was thinking on the bus this morning that the sights and sounds are becoming so normal now, that not much seems to be as weird as it was...then I saw the Pink Panther on the bus :) Lost at both snakes and ladders and dominoes at the home :/ Drew too many Peruvian cultural artefacts for the littlies homework ;) Then got elbowed in the face on the overcrowded bus home, by a man who hasn't yet learnt to apologise, even when someone says "ouch!" really loud in his ears :/ <><
Friday 20th April: Decided that for my day off today, I would get a bus and see lots of new places. Well, when I say "decided", what I really mean is, that I got on the wrong bus ;) Saw lots of new streets though, and even saw 2 Father Christmas' hanging in a flat window. Either the people haven't been there in a while or they like to be early with their decorating :) Saw some puppies in a pet shop window that looked like baby polar bears :) I really NEED a puppy when I get back to England! Rolled up my trouser legs to catch a bit of sun, in the tryna look more Peruvian campaign, but it set the dopey men off whistling, so I rolled them back down again :/ I'd only walked a block, so I'm still pasty white ;) sigh <><
Saturday 21st April: Saw a dog in blue trainers walking down the street today!!! ;) Then saw a couple who had just got married, being pelted in the face with loads of rice as congratulations ;) Printed some photos for 3 kids at the home who have siblings in Choco, where I visited in the canyon, and by some miracle, accidentally took photos of them without knowing who they were :) Did another exercise class at the home, including with the littlies today :) They were very cute and did well :) Got elbowed in the head and then hit in the face with a plastic bag on the bus home whilst I was crocheting some gloves :/ Who knew crochet was such a dangerous pastime! ;) <><
Sunday 22nd April: Today I saw a man pushing a crate load of chickens with their heads chopped off, along the street to a restaurant :/ Then I saw a truck driving along and all its crates were falling into the road. Then I was sat on a bench reading my kindle, when a Peruvian family came over to chat, drawn by the strange thing I was looking at...by the end of the conversation, I had been told that I was tall, thin, had beautiful eyes and man feet! Oh and do I have the time to teach their daughter English?! ;) Then saw a guy wearing a t-shirt saying 50% single! No prizes for guessing which half ;) Then saw a carnival dancing down the street :) Then saw a naked man standing looking out of an upstairs window! :/ I guess some days the world just wants to amuse you ;) <><
Monday 23rd April: Woken in the night by an earthquake shaking me, but I can't find it on the news! :/ Seems the earth only moves under me. Better lay off the fatty foods for a while ;) Was marking "fill in the word" English exams at school today and discovered that lots of people "sweep the dog; feed the floor; make the plants and water the bed" :) iiiinteresting ;) Had to pay 3 soles towards food for the head teachers birthday lunch, only I couldn't eat it cos it was meat pasties :/ For tea, I attempted to buy chicken, chips and salad without the chicken at a fast food place, and was told I could only have salad! Erm, can't I have salad and chips? Nope, just salad! That's what you get for being a veggie in Arequipa ;) Ok, just give me the sheep’s head soup and fried guinea pig :P <><
Wednesday 25th April: Stayed at the home again last night and spent the morning today searching for Lucky puppy, who vanished when 2 of the older girls left for college this morning. While I was shouting from the roof of the home and all over the local streets, Lucky had been puppy-napped by the girls, who took her to college on the bus and didn't tell anyone! :/ They brought her back in the afternoon, but she didn't seem any more intelligent for her day in education ;) still just as crazy and cuddly as before :) <><
Thursday 26th April: Bruce the dog is back at school after his long visit elsewhere and spent ages with his paws and head sat on my legs to make up for lost cuddle times :) Shame the kids on the street aren't as friendly. Got a bruised hand when one ran into me at top speed! He said sorry, but when people apologise with a smirk on their face, I struggle to be convinced :/ The bus home from the home tonight took nearly an hour and half cos of roadworks. Breathing in thick dust for all that time, can't be good for lungs :/ I need to mention that I think they're getting sick of me here :/ I returned home last night after my one night at the children's home and nearly couldn't find my house! They painted it blue in the hope it would disguise it and I'd be lost ;) But I foiled their plan when I recognised the chocolate shop 2 doors up :) <><
Friday 27th April: Day off, so the usual hand washing clothes and food shopping :) Decided not to take the bus with a huge sticker on it saying "The fast and the furious"! Didn't find it inviting somehow ;) Took another bus instead, that didn't advertise the nature of the journey, but lived up to the sticker on the other bus when it slammed on and sent everyone flying forwards :/ The poor elderly lady sat next to me got her nose bashed on the seat in front. They don't seem to do apologies round here :/ I finished a really good free kindle book, only to discover that the story didn't end and is part of a trilogy! Urgh! Now I'll have to pay for the 2nd one. It's like watching only part of a film...I just can't do it! ;) I'm hooked! <><
Saturday 28th April: Sunny day, yet again, in Arequipa. Thinking of all the soggy people in England. It's nearly summer for you all! :) Oh yeah, that just means more rain doesn't it :/ A random guy started chatting to me on the bus, about how he wants to move to Canada...ok, bye then! ;) Had fun doing exercise class at the home today :) One girl was blowing bubbles from a bottle throughout and another was kicking her sister in the head ;) And afterwards, a little boy was using my head to put his stomach on whilst doing superman impressions and at the same time trying to make Lucky puppy eat his plastic gazelle! ;) Yup, it's officially a mad house! :) Whilst in my actual house, interesting creatures keep crawling across the ceiling to eat the fungus from the rain damage :/ Is it possible to bleach a ceiling? <><
Sunday 29th April: Was rudely awakened by very loud music coming from a building across the road at 7am this morning! Honestly haven't heard music this loud outside of a concert :/ Having not slept well due to a cold and having decided to spend the day resting and sleeping myself well again, discovered that the music is in honour of some religious festival and has literally not stopped for a moment all day! How inconsiderate on a Sunday! ;) It's 6pm now and I've finally taken my ear plugs out, but the music plays on...Longing for peace and quiet sitting under a tree and staring at greenness :/ Just made myself chips and egg for a treat of Englishness :) <><
Monday 30th April: Now that's what I call a peculiar day! ;) It began last night, when I was setting my phone alarm for this morning and it said "the date or time are unacceptable!" :D I don't have a problem with the date, but I'm in absolute agreement that setting an alarm for 6am is totally unacceptable! :) It's been hot recently, so I took the duvet off my bed last night and just left the blankets on...cue a sleepless night of shivering :/ Gave up attempting to sleep at 5am...also "unacceptable"! Then before I'd taken a sip of my orange juice this morning, a fly dove in it and starting swimming around! Then I nearly got run over twice on the way to the bus stop:1st time, by a guy who thinks indicators are just for decoration, and 2nd time by a guy who thinks that roads and pavements are one and the same :/ Sat through 4 classes of English from 8.15am-3pm and wasn't needed once, except for the last class, when 5th grade secondary wanted me to draw princesses for them in their jotters! ;) Got home and burnt my chips for tea...Word of the day - unacceptable! :P <><
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