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Training Teachers, Transforming Lives

Annual Report 2011

Our Students

	Total Diploma students
	55

	Diploma Scholarship students
	15


Once again this year, God has surprised us! 22 students finished their 1st Year,  17 their 2nd Year and 16 their 3rd Year of studies. Some of them come from extremely disadvantaged backgrounds, but thanks to donations received, we were able to offer scholarships to 10 students and reduced fees to 5 others 
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Miriam Lorena Ferreira is a 2nd Year student who lives with her mother and brother in the city of Villa Hayes, 50 kms from the capital, Asunción.  Her father works in the Chaco as foreman on a ranch, and comes home once a month.  Very sadly, her brother suffered a serious motorbike accident in 2011, and all Lorena´s savings from holiday work, which she had been keeping to pay her matriculation and college fees, were spent helping the family to cover his medical expenses.  Thanks to help received from friends of FEISA, all her fees were covered for the whole year. Lorena (now in her 3rd Year) is working inthe mornings as an auxiliary in an infants school for children from poor homes.  Lorena told us how she sensed God´s love and faithfulness towards her in FEISA and shared the following testimony with her fellow students: “I experienced God as a Father who cares for my needs.  I had often heard testimonies of how God blessed others, which I had found hard to believe, but today I myself have proved His love.”
Degree Course

	Students who finished their 5th Year 
	10

	Degree

 students
	4


In 2011, 10 students finished the 5th Year of their Degree course.  As part of their training, they took part in a socio- educational initiative aimed at meeting the educational needs of a nearby area.
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They visited different educational institutions, offering extra classes in reading, writing and arithmetic, and training days for teachers in Art. Among other things, they also decorated classrooms in national schools,.

4 students were able to defend their theses, and so obtain their degree in Early Years Education.  This was a huge achievement, in both economic and academic terms.  Among them was Adriana Ozorio, who had received a scholarship during the 3 years of her diploma course. 

Providing play opportunities for disadvantaged children
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A large number of Paraguayan children were blessed in 2011 with visits from FEISA´s Mobile Toy Library to orphanages, children´s homes, foundations for poor and abandoned children, national schools, Christian schools and churches. 
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We realised again what an impact the TOY LIBRARY makes on our children, when they are able to play freely and spend an hour or so of fun with other children.  Playing like this is something they never experience in their homes and lifestyle, either because they lack the economic resources, or because they need to go to work.
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In FEISA our scholarship students also take part in this ministry, where they themselves learn how to play, and to experience first-hand what a fundamental tool play is, for teaching our children.

Thanks to the TOY LIBRARY, we have been able to sow the Word of God in the hearts of our little ones, and we trust that the Lord will cause it to bear fruit in due course.  In 2011 we carried out 30 visits, reaching around 1800 children. 
	Total number of Visits of Toy Library in 2011 
	30

	Total number of children reached.
	1800


We thank God, and every one of our British brothers and sisters, for making the TOY LIBRARY a reality.

Our Graduates

	Total number of students who have obtained Diploma
	138

	Total number of students who  have obtained Degree 
	23


FEISA opened its doors in 2000, offering a diploma in Early Years Teaching.  The first students finished in 2002, since when 138 students have graduated. From 2008, we have also offered a Degree in Early Years Teaching.  23 students have obtained a Degree. Our ex - students, thanks to the training they received at FEISA, are already making an impact on Paraguayan society. Some of them are:

· Anabel Lizárraga: Coordinator of a State project called “Embrace” that works with street children; 
· Silvia Veron: Deputy Head and Educational Coordinator of a Christian Institution, “The Shelter”, that cares for 100 destitute small children; 
· Lilian Colman: raising the educational standard of an Indian reservation where she has worked for many years; 
· Christine Benkendorf: Director of a project, “The Planet”, which works with children from poor backgrounds, providing biblical teaching, educational play, learning support, vegetable gardening etc; 
· Andrea Irala: supervisor of the Nursery Schools provided for parents working for Paraguay’s National Electricity Company, “ANDE”; 
· Ana Flor:  Pre-school Coordinator of “San Jose”, one of Asuncion’s largest and most important Catholic schools; 
· Gabriela Santiviago: Overall Coordinator of the infant department of a large bi-lingual school (English and Spanish) “SEK”; 
· Adriana Mayereyer: Coordinator of the infant department of the bi-lingual school (English and Spanish) ”Trinity”; 
· Katiha Rodriguez: Administrative Assistant in the Paraguayan Ministry of Education; 
· Mariela Servin: founder and owner of her own nursery, “The Nest” (bear in mind that there is a shortage of good nursery schools in Paraguay, while the country has one of the highest birthrates in the continent) 
· Lilian Medina: a pastor’s wife who is planning to open a charitable foundation that will work with children from very poor backgrounds.
Lily teaching Aché (indigenous) children
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