First Year Girls with Scholarship – March 2011
Karen Redondo is the second of four siblings. She needs help to cover her       
fees as her father is the only working member of the family, and although he has a photocopying machine set up, his income varies from week to week depending on demand. This can be low.


Ruth Bianca Olmedo has 3 brothers. Her father is a maintenance worker in
a hospital and her mother works in the kitchen. Unfortunately, her mother
has an illness which affects her bones and she has to buy very expensive
medicine.


Pabla Martinez lives in a very simple house on the outskirts of the capital, Asuncion.  Her father is a builder with no fixed income and her mother is a housewife.  Pabla herself works as a helper in a nursery and only receives the equivalent of £65 a month.

Laura Pereira is the eldest of 5 siblings who all live with their mother in a very small, precarious house. Their father no longer lives with them, nor does he support the family in any way. Their mother tries to make a living as a dressmaker.  Laura herself has been working as an unpaid helper in her church’s Sun Beams Preschool, for 3 years. The church gives her the      equivalent of £35 monthly towards her studies and travel expenses.           

Sheila Bordón is also the eldest of 5 siblings, who live with their parents in a very precarious house. Their father makes a living helping in the maintenance of the church. Their mother goes from house to house, selling whatever she can get hold of such as cleaning materials or cheap jewellery. Sheila helps out with secretarial work in the church’s Sun Beams Preschool.  The church gives her the equivalent of £21 monthly towards her studies.
Cynthia de González is the mother of 2 children who live in a very small house.  Her husband works for the Ministry of Health and Cynthia has been working as the unpaid preschool teacher in the church’s Sun Beams Preschool for 3 years.  The church has promised to support her with £35 monthly.


By the way, “a precarious house” can mean a shack made partly of wood or even with cardboard or plastic sheeting. It probably has no indoor bathroom or toilet and may not have running water. Perhaps, it has no proper roof or no side wall to the kitchen. You can see that some of the students come from very poor backgrounds, which is why they need financial help, and even those who are working in the morning, while studying in the afternoon and evening, can’t earn enough to cover the real cost of their training.








Second Year Girls with Scholarship – April 2011







                                      Rosana			         Gabriela, Shirley, Leticia, Alejandra

Rosana comes from the interior of the country and she’s living in Asuncion with a lady from her
church. She helps in the church’s nursery school and although she doesn’t receive a salary, the
church has promised to pay half of her fees plus her bus fares.

Gabriela is married and she looks after an elderly lady in the mornings, a job for which she earns
around £40 a month. Her husband has a stall in the market, with no fixed income.

Shirley has 2 brothers and their father no longer lives at home with them. Her mother is a
dressmaker with no fixed income.

Leticia lives with her parents and 3 siblings. Her father has a job cleaning swimming pools with no
fixed income but he has promised Leticia to pay part of her fees.

Alejandra lives with her parents and a younger brother. She works as a helper in her church’s
nursery school, where she earns around £40 a month. Her father is a mechanic and her mother is a
teacher who earns around £133 a month.


There was no photograph:

Finally, we’d like to share with you a very distressing situation we are facing. It concerns Lorena,
one of our Second Year students. Lorena’s 23 year old brother had a near fatal road accident
recently. He was in a coma for 3 weeks and given no hope of survival but after much prayer he’s
miraculously begun to slowly recover. However, his hospitalisation and treatment were very
expensive and Lorena used all the money she had saved from a holiday job for her studies to help
cover the cost. At the moment, she is helping in the mornings at a nursery school 32 miles from
Asuncion, earning £40 a month. She studies in the afternoons and helps her mother care for her
brother in the evenings. Recently, Lorena has asked FEISA for a scholarship, but unfortunately,
they were all portioned out in February according to our budget possibilies and there are none left.
She’s therefore in danger of losing her place and we did wonder if any of our Prayer Partners might be able to donate something towards her fees so that she can complete the year?
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