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Dear Friends,

We are having a very hot summer and the heat can be trying at times. However, we have been blessed by good rains in the Chaco. It is refreshing to see plenty of water in the reservoirs and water cisterns, lush vegetation and the family allotments prospering. At times it has been a bit hot for the watermelons; they can get scorched on the vines. The people really enjoy a good watermelon, so have we! A nice slice of cold melon is refreshing.

There has been good production of honey and the Moringa trees have recovered after a hard winter and dry spring. Leaf production is abundant and the quality of drying them has improved. Pray that the produces will give more attention to detail and high quality so that they don’t lose their market. There are new producers and they need help in good drying techniques and storage practices. The couple who buy the Moringa have also bought a lot of honey at a very good price from the producers. The quantity has increased, so has the amount of cash needed to purchase the produce. Pray that the market for the Moringa products will grow and that the buyers’ cash flow can cope with the purchasing demands.

The cattle projects are going well. There is loads of water and grass for the livestock. Three communities have had cows calving down and so there is some milk available. At times, we have had problems with pumas killing goats. The Indian communities have most of their land covered with bush or forest and all of the ranches around them have cleared their land for pasture. We encourage the Indians to practice silvo-pastural grazing, which is built into the overall strategy of these livestock projects. They have just had the vets come in to do the foot and mouth vaccination. 

More communities are beginning to see their neighbours’ results as they get together and organize themselves on a community basis to apply for projects from different organizations. But that doesn’t mean they will receive a project automatically.

The Government has started community housing projects in quite a few of the communities I visit. These 2 roomed houses with a corridor in the middle are free to the families. It was good to see the ladies helping out shifting the building materials to their new home site.

Please continue to pray for Esteban Galeano and his OMI organization (Organización Mismo Indigena), as they have their general assembly in March for the election of it’s governing body. Also for Esteban as he heads up another project called Chaco Yamit (Chaco Tree), this was set up by an Italian NGO, who has also encouraged Moringa planting and is financing a small processing unit for Moringa products. These include: capsules with Moringa powder, Moringa syrup, and packaged leaves. They have also encouraged the collection of other medicinal plants which people commonly use for the treatment of ailments.

Please Pray for Pastor Luis Echeverria at the Zeballos Cue Church to complete his thesis for university, so he can receive his degree. Also, that he spends more time working at building up the church congregation, for wisdom in this process.

The Pepe School (ie.Kindergarten and pre-kinder) is starting up again this year after a years break. Gloria, the teacher had a baby a year and a bit ago, so she took a year off. There has been a strong demand for it to reopen by families in the neighbourhood. Pray for Gloria and her helpers who work ad honorem in this valuable work. Pray also for Pastor Luis, that he really can take advantage of the doors this school opens into local families. Previously he has resisted this challenge.

Please pray for ACA as we look to a change of direction in the future, being more of an International Christian School than a missionary school. This is something that has already happened but needs legalizing, so that appropriate changes can happen in the administration of the school. It could lead to an interesting, broader role of the school.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support.

Chris and Alison Hawksbee
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