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Argentine Pope and Creation Care
We were delighted with the news of the new Pope, and even more so with his strong message on Creation Care. Francis, who Andrew´s father knows from his days as Bishop in Buenos Aires, called on all those in positions of responsibility in economic, political and social life to be “protectors of creation”: 
"It means protecting all creation, the beauty of the created world... respecting each of God's creatures and respecting the environment in which we live. It means protecting people, showing loving concern for each and every person, especially children, the elderly, those in need, who are often the last we think about. To protect creation, to protect every man and every woman, to look upon them with tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of hope ... Let us not allow omens of destruction and death to accompany the advance of this world." 
Creation Care and Indigenous Churches
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Andrew is working with Bishop Nick Drayson and his wife Catherine on a series of workshops aimed at empowering Christian leaders amongst indigenous Churches to help parents disciple their children. This initiative responds to the fact that growing numbers of indigenous youth are falling prey to alcoholism, drugs, gangs and prostitution. Andrew’s contribution is in terms of enabling leaders to appreciate the extent and nature of the environmental changes that are affecting indigenous communities across the Chaco, and the challenges these pose to the wellbeing of children and young people. We are greatly encouraged by this work, as it is enabling us to introduce Creation Care onto the agenda of indigenous Churches. The next two workshops take place in May and June. The most recent event took place in Juarez, the town where Andrew grew up as a child. A visual report of that meeting can be seen on http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=RKFEvrvI3ZE
We now plan to accompany the Pastoral Familiar initiative with a church-based, social survey (mentioned in our last circular) of local perceptions of environmental and climate change across the Chaco. Our Bishop has given his support to this, and we now await approval from a UK donor before we proceed with the initiative. We believe that the results of the study will provide a unique regional perspective of changes at the local level, and in so doing encourage Churches to understand their responsability towards caring for Creation.
Bank 
On a more mundane note, we have yet again been foiled in our attempts to open a bank account for our charity (Fundación REFUGIO). We have been told by the bank that we can try again next year! This seemingly trivial issue now threatens to undermine the viability of the charity, because in order to operate legally we need to be able to show where and how our money comes to us (which has to be done via a bank). If we can’t open an account, we run the risk of being perceived as operating illegitimately. Such is life in Argentina!

Africa trip
Andrew will be undertaking research for Compassion International in Burkina Faso, Ethiopia and Kenya in April, and Uganda and Tanzania in May. This work forms part of our ongoing effort to generate part of own financial support (tent making). He will be meeting with Compassion staff in each country and leaders from a total of 40 churches. It is a lot of travel and hard work, but also a great means through which we can continue to develop and strengthen links with the worldwide Church. We often find that being with and learning from other Churches energizes our own role here in Argentina. 
Family news
We  were recently visited by Dr. Kevin McKemey, one of Andrew´s mentors from university days. Andrew travelled with Kevin to Juarez for the Pastoral Familiar workshop, which gave the opportunity to discuss our work and receive his valuable advice.  

Ceci and Tomas are now settled into their new flat in the centre of Cordoba. We travelled down and used some of our summer holidays to help them with the move. Ceci has (very) successfully completed her entrance exams, and after a short visit home is now back in Cordoba, ready to resume studies. Tomas is also making good progress and both of them are looking forward to a trip to the UK. Carolina is 15 this year, so we are combining that event with our 25th Wedding anniversary and Maria´s 50th birthday as an excuse to go to Disneyland in Orlando on our way to the UK in July. 
We plan to arrive in the UK on the 12th July. Maria and Carolina will be return on the 28th July, while Andrew will continue visiting our supporting Churches through to the 11th of August. Tomas and Cecilia will be in the UK from 9th to 26th July.  Andrew´s speaking engagements are as follows:
14/07/13
Sunday

LOWESTOFT (AM)  


21/07/13
Sunday

SHIRLEY (AM)    WOODMANSTENE (PM) 


24/07/13
Wednesday
CROMER (PM)


28/07/13
Sunday

FELBRIDGE (AM) 


30-31/07/13
Wednesday
AUGHTON 


04/08/13
Sunday

LIPHOOK (AM) ST ALBANS (PM)


11/08/13
Sunday

EXETER (AM and PM) 
Prayer Pointers
· Give thanks for the encouragement we are receiving for our work from our Bishop.
· Pray for the development of the Pastoral Familiar work.

· Pray for the planning and implementation of the church-based survey on environmental and climate change in the Chaco.
· Give thanks for  Carolina, Ceci and Tomás having settled into their new academic year.
· Pray for the loan of a car for us to use during our visit to the UK in July and August

Contact: andrewleake @gmail.com
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Andrew with Pastoral Familiar a discussion Group





Dr. Kevin McKemey and Dino Salas. Dino is one of the many indigenous people who today live on lands that Kevin helped to purchase as part of the Anglican Church´s early efforts to help landless communities in the 1970s.








