
PARAGUAYAN UPDATE  from Murray & Penny Metcalfe  JUNE 2008

National News

As most of you will know  from our e-mails back in April, the Presidential elections were 
peaceful and productive. After 60 years of rule by one political party, an ex-Roman Catholic 
Bishop, Fernando Lugo, was elected, representing a new  party, the Radical Patriotic Party for 
Change. He takes office in August and is gradually choosing his new  cabinet. The current 
President resigns in June to be able to become a Senator in the Parliament, so there will be 
a Deputy standing in for the overlap period. A feature of  new  governments here in the past 
has been the giving of public jobs to family, friends and those who need “rewarding” for their 
part in the election campaign. This has led to many more civil servants than are needed and 
consequently a waste of  public money. Lugo has said he will be making significant cutbacks 
(for example we have heard that over 50 people will be going from the Ministry for Children). 
He has also promised to fight for a better price for the hydro-electric power that Paraguay 
sells to Brazil. It is currently sold at an extremely low  price which was negotiated back in the 
time of the dictator Stroessner.

The Yellow  Fever outbreak we wrote about in March is no longer a threat. As a large 
percentage of the population is now vaccinated, it is hoped that the danger is over.
May was a month that included Mother’s Day and Independence Day, celebrating the 
creation of  a republic free from Spain in 1811. Patriotism is very strong with the Paraguayan 
flag adorned everywhere and this weekend sees a football World Cup qualifier game against 
the giants from Brazil, so national football fever is taking over too!

School News

The school year is divided into 3 terms and we finished the first at the end of  May with final 
exams and started the next term the following Monday without a break. It’s been a busy and 
good start to the year with all the normal lessons, including Bible studies and assemblies 
plus camps and excursions. 

The oldest 3 classes go on a 3-day eye-opening work experience in the Chaco. Murray went 
with one group to one of  the Anglican indigenous communities 200 miles from Asuncion, 
digging latrines for the small school and painting the dilapidated school buildings as well as 
mixing with the indigenous folk in the community with games of  football and a shared church 
service. As ever it was a great experience for all concerned and of mutual benefit. 

Another feature of school life is that the younger classes support a local project by visiting 
and raising money to buy specific things. Murray’s 8th Grade group is linked with a home for 
children with AIDS run by volunteers and funded by donations. The 8th Grade donated a 
nebulizer recently for this home.

The oldest class also traditionally organise an Intercollege Music Competition which was 
again successful this year. Excitingly too, 7 of  the older students took part in the EJE 
weekend (Youth Encounter in the Spirit ) which for many  is an important time to reflect on 
their relationship with God and their families. We pray this would really have a lasting impact 
in their lives and challenge others to live out their faith in words and deeds.

Staffing numbers in the English side of  Secondary will reduce drastically with 2 teachers 
returning to the UK in July so there is always need for qualified Christian English teachers!

Church News 

The English-speaking church is going through a leaner patch with regards to numbers as 
recently 2 families have returned to the US. But the newly renovated chapel still attracts a 
good mixture of English speakers looking for the teaching, style of worship and community 
we enjoy. There is a variety of nationalities including a number of  Paraguayans. The second 
Alpha course combining the efforts of  the 3 city centre congregations has just finished with 
approximately 35 attending including leaders. There were some moving testimonies from 



those who have grown in their faith and another course will start at the end of July. Murray 
has preached once a month and we both lead services and help with children’s activities as 
we continue our role on the pastoral team.

Considerable progress has been made with regard to the search for a new  Bishop for the 
Diocese of Paraguay. The position has been offered to an English pastor with previous 
experience of South America. We now  wait to see if this appointment will be approved by the 
authorities in the wider region of  the South American southern cone and if  sufficient funding 
can be raised for support.

Foster Home News

Our four little boys in Esperanza have recently been joined by Romina, a little girl of  between 
2 and 3 years old. She has a cheeky smile and winning ways and gets plenty of attention, 
being the only girl. We hear that brothers Jose and Gabriel should be declared adoptable any 
day now  and the Adoption Centre already have an adoptive family in mind for them. The 
unusual political situation is causing a frustrating lack of action as civil servants wait to see if 
they will still have jobs when the new  government comes to power. This has also caused 
delays for us in the re-signing of  the special agreement we have with the Ministry for 
Children. We are concerned that if  the current minister does not sign before being replaced it 
may take a new  minister some time to get round to it. This will not stop our ministry but we 
are much more secure with the agreement in place. A further frustration is that the legal file of 
little Mauricio has apparently been lost by the court. When you see the chaos in which these 
files are kept this is not surprising. We hope things will improve with the new government.

Short term volunteer programme “Mission Paraguay”

The first group of 10 volunteers arrive on July 10th so we’re busy planning and preparing for 
that. They will stay in Luque, a suburb of Asuncion, and will be involved in a range of 
activities including children’s clubs, a sewing workshop, developing a retreat centre and 
improving living conditions for some very poor families. Two further groups arrive in August. 
In the Chaco area they will be mainly helping to build new  houses for indigenous families and 
they’ll also start a new  church building. Those based in the town of  Concepcion will work with 
youngsters and also start to build a church for a congregation in Yvapovo, a 2-hour drive 
away.

Family News

Alber, Jack and Luli are all well, working hard at school, playing hard (and loudly) at home!! 
They appear to have accepted our decision to return to England in December quite calmly, 
but obviously it will be a huge change for them. We’re grateful for the benefits that the 
internet offers us, such as the ability to look at the website of their future school and an aerial 
view  of our little house in Cheltenham where we’ll be living.  As Britain does not recognise 
the legality of  the Paraguayan adoption procedure, we are now  beginning the complicated 
procedure of  gathering and translating documentation so that we can apply for UK settlement 
visas for them. We will have to go to Buenos Aires for these in September as we no longer 
have a British Embassy in Paraguay.

We give thanks for :

• Peaceful presidential elections
• An end to the Yellow Fever outbreak
• The recent Alpha course
• The school
• The arrival of Romina in the Esperanza foster home.



• An improvement in Jack’s reading and writing and Alber’s number work

We’d appreciate your prayers for :

• The new government
• The school
• The next Alpha course
• The next Anglican bishop for Paraguay
• More progress in the paperwork of the children in Esperanza foster home.
• The re-signing of Esperanza’s special agreement with the Ministry for Children.
• Juana, the main foster mother in Esperanza and her team of carers
• The short term volunteer programme “Mission Paraguay”
• Alber, Jack and Luli’s UK settlement visas

“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how  will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things?”                     Romans 8: 32

This comes, as always, with our love and our thanks for your prayers and support.

Murray, Penny, Alber, Jack and Luli Metcalfe

With the South American Mission Society in Asuncion, Paraguay


