Spring / Summer 2013
For the past three months I have spent my time living in the beautiful city of Salta, Argentina. I have had the most amazing experiences that I will cherish forever and made some unforgettable friends. 
When I arrived in Salta the major struggle was the language barrier as I arrived with very basic Spanish. However everyone I met was so patient with me and always did their best to explain things to me, at the beginning this usually meant acting out the conversation like a game of charades! 
During my stay here I have been volunteering in a church in Solidaridad, a very poor area of Salta. Every Saturday I go along to the Bible School where kids from 5 to 11 come along for bible stories, games and breakfast. We give them bread with dulce de leche (absolutely amazing) and a warm cup of hot chocolate or tea. The kids are awesome, always full of energy and they will talk away with you whether you understand or not. The other volunteers who work at the Bible Study are fanstastic, so passionate about God and working with the children. 
I have also been working alongside three public secondary schools with Sandra Vieldiezo, who is an English teacher at one of the schools. I loved this so much. I held conversation classes with the students and created videos about the differences between our cultures. I was given the opportunity to share my country and culture with them which was great. The students are so keen to learn and become your friend and try to improve their English. Many of the students I encountered through teaching in the schools come from very broken families, so it was a real blessing to be able show them love even if it was just a smile, a friendly conversation or helping them with their homework. 
My third volunteer position was in Isicanna an English institute in the city center. Here I carried out similar tasks to those I performed in the public schools, however a big part of my job was to help prepare the students for their oral exams and other small tests they had during the year. 
Blessings

Robin
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