Update from Virginia Morales in Asuncion.

Virginia Morales from Uruguay who recently spent a year with SAMS based at Shankill Church, Lurgan writes about Mission Paraguay 2013.   Virginia is currently part of the team based at Roque Alonso on the north eastern edge of Asunción and will also be spending time with other mission Paraguay groups in the Chaco and Concepción during her  6 week visit to Paraguay.  Virginia has included comments from other members of the team. 

Hello to you all, we hope this email finds you well. It is already well over a week since we arrived  in Asuncion; It is an exciting time with new and moving experiences and God’s blessings . As  volunteers we started getting to know each other in daily living by sharing a common space, a room separated by a curtain and taking turns to use the bathrooms (girls know that this sometimes is a challenge). There are 11 people  in this first team. God gave us plenty of opportunities to practice our sense of humour, tolerance and learn how to be a Christian team, a small community with Christ in the centre practicing love and forgiveness. We start and finish our days with a devotional, a space to read the Bible, do a reflection, share what was significant in our day, and put ourselves, and the people we meet in front of God. This first week we visited the communities of Zeballos Cue, Mirador, Remansito and Roque Alonso. The main involvement we had with the people was through distribution of spectacles, sewing workshops and the toy library. These are some of the experiences of team members.

Francis who leads the sewing workshop comments that God provides the right number of people to participate in the workshop that the team is able to cope with.  “It is a joy to meet with the ladies I have met in previous years and to meet new people to teach sewing skills to is great. One situation that touched me was a lady who is a wheelchair who two years previously did not come out of her house.  Now she is one of the most skilled on the sewing machine. She has a status with the community, she looks more confident.”

John who heads up the glasses distribution writes, “I am amazed and pleased that everyone who came for glasses found a pair that was suitable. Also I noticed people would come back later with a relative and a friend to buy glasses.  One young girl in particular who was around 8 years old came to Roque Alonso on Saturday. She had broken her glasses and she and her sister were really pleased to get a replacement pair” (glasses for children are given for free)

Sue, John’s wife helped him with the glasses distribution says that the visit to Remansito was significant for her. Ariel a 13 years old boy was helping with the glasses. He took the money gave out cases and discussed the client’s needs. When asked if he would prefer to play with the other children he said, “I prefer to sell!” He stated that his ambition was to be an English teacher and he learned very quickly. Sue was impressed by the child’s trust and honesty and said the experience seemed to give him a lot of self-esteem. 

Karen, 
who helped with some of the craft work with the children, commented that the children were really open to learning through play and were very generous in sharing their toys with others.  They responded well to all activities but especially liked the ‘hands on’ ones, where they could be creative.  They were especially pleased to be able to take some of the crafts home to show their families and were touched by the attention that we gave them.

