December Update from Gwen & Mags in Paraguay 

Dear friends,
It’s amazing to think that here we are in December already. The last week has passed in a blur of closing services, shows and parties which have all been very special and gone very well. Give thanks for such a good end of the year.
 

The Infants all finished last week after putting on their shows for their parents. It was lovely to see how far they had come in a year as they told the story of Christmas. The Primary put on a play about Paraguay which had a strong Christian message and was very well received.
 

The Annexe finished on Tuesday with a closing ceremony in the morning and a supper for the 9th Grade leavers. The builders should be going in this week to start the new computer workshop.
 

The Primary finished on Wed morning with their Christmas service in the Cathedral and in the evening the 9th Grade had their Thanksgiving service which was very emotive as some of them shared their testimonies and sang.
 

We have been busy attending all these events and the parties that accompany them!! We give thanks for a good atmosphere amongst the parents despite a rise in fees for next year.
 

We’re not finished yet!!! On the 6th we have our service for the 6th Form leavers where each one will be prayed for and given a school candle to go and shine for Jesus in the world. This is followed by a supper in school. The next day (7th) is their official graduation ceremony. 
 

On the 12th we are having a staff half day retreat in the Cathedral with the emphasis on “Forgiving.” There is a national campaign “Perdona” on billboards everywhere and programmes on the radio and TV. It is fantastic to think that the whole country is working on forgiveness and what effect that could have.
 

In the evening of the 12th is the service for ex-pupils. This year we have those who left 30, 25, 20 and 10 years ago. The numbers are growing. Please pray for the Bishop as he speaks to them.
 

On the 14th  school closes with a full staff lunch and then the teachers are on holiday. The office staff keep going for another week and the workmen stagger their holidays as the school is being painted.
 

We will be at home for Christmas and then hope to go to the beach in Brazil soon after staying with some friends again. We are going to take the service on Christmas day. Please pray for us all that we might be refreshed after such a busy time.
 

Wishing you all the blessings of Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.
 

Many thanks for all your support over the year,
God Bless and lots of love,
Gwen and Mags  xxx
