IRELAND

South American Mission Society

Aspiring to be a praying, serving, affirming, listening,
partnering and transforming mission agency.




| Foreword

“Christian mission is about being inside out and upside down!
It is about change and transformation. It turns individuals

and communities inside out. It is about people in every nation
discovering and living by the upside down values and priorities
of God's Kingdom."” Bishop Ken Clarke (Chairman SAMS Ireland)

Introduction

SAMS Ireland is committed to working in partnership with
churches in Ireland, Iberia and South America. The history of
SAMS can be traced back to the mid 19th century. In the 21st
century we passionately believe that the message in mission
remains relevant even if a secular and pluralist worldview has
become more prominent. We are enthused and thankful for
the emerging opportunities and possibilities.
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Aim

Resource churches and communities.

Objectives

« Establish new working models in mission.
+ Facilitate training opportunities.
+ Support projects through partnership.

God calls and sends us into our communities to participate in
His mission. It demands identification without loss of identity:
mission goes beyond our comfort zones and enters other
people's stories, as Christ entered ours.

SAMS seeks to resource churches and communities through
the baseline, fusion and btn programmes.
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resourcing the local church

Baseline resources local churches as they plan formal and
informal gatherings. One of the SAMS team can visit your
church or discuss by telephone or email how we can best
serve you.

Resourcing the local church through:

+ Children’s talks

« Confirmation workshops

+ Interactive seminars

+ Lent reflections

+ Mission focus talks

« Multi-media presentations

* Youth work evaluation

+ Sermons

« Skills assessment programme

Mission is a journey of discovery which can take unexpected
twists and turns. We need to abandon any notions of power
and embrace an attitude of service.
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participate = learn = develop

Fusion offers placements to people from Iberia and South
America within a church setting in Ireland. Fusion also seeks
to link local churches in Ireland with short, medium or long-
term projects overseas.

Participants from Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay
have already made considerable contributions throughout
Ireland. Prior to a placement one of the SAMS team will visit
your church and work through an informal job description and
discuss the relevant details. SAMS will support you fully before,
during and after the placement.

Churches can link with mission partners or projects, creating
connections, facilitating change and enabling learning
opportunities for everyone involved.

The challenge is not to see what lies vaguely at a distance, but
to do what lies clearly at hand.
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beyond the norm

BTN enables individuals and churches in Ireland to visit and
participate within a church community in South America.

Aims and Objectives

Affirm the work of the church in South America.
Enable people from Ireland to participate in a church
community in South America.

Wrestle with issues such as mission, cultural diversity
and the impact of globalisation.

Create new experiences, new opportunities and new
friendships.

Develop effective working relationships between the
churches here in Ireland and South America.

When volunteers return the SAMS forum creates the space

to meet and share experiences. It's an opportunity to pray
together, a time to evaluate the past and plan for the future.
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Conclusion

Mission isn't an exclusive calling for the few. It's for everyone!
Mission is at the heart of Christian discipleship. It involves and
demands all of us as we are called to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.

SAMS values and prioritises the relational aspect within
mission and recognises that well produced strategies and
contemporary resources are irrelevant if they are not
underpinned by a conscious commitment and respect for all
people.

Together let us understand the present without being
burdened by the past and may God grant us His wisdom as we
accept future challenges.
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‘al SAMS Prayer
Dear God,

We acknowledge that mission
is meaningless without your
blessing.

May the boldness of your Spirit
continually transform SAMS as
a mission agency.

May the gentleness of your
Spirit lead our mission partners
in all they do and say.

May the gifts of your Spirit
equip us all to serve the wider
community.

We worship you, now and
always, through Jesus Christ,

the Lord of all.

Amen

Contact Details

SAMS House

1Irwin Crescent, Lurgan,
Craigavon, BT66 7EZ.
Registered Charity: XR67448

OVERSEAS House

3 Belgrave Road,

Rathmines, Dublin 6.
Registered Charity: CHY 4402

T:(028/048) 38310144
E : samsirelandhouse®@btinternet.com
W : www.samsireland.com

We awe all called to live our
lves from an ‘Tnside Out’
perspective. M&wionkajowne}/
@fﬁmfamm/iwnwﬂwhfppék
out tnto our local communities

and then the wider world.




